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Good Morning everyone.  Thank you for joining us at this White House Conference on Aging Forum. 
 
The 2005 White House Conference on Aging will be held October 23-26, 2005 in Washington, D.C.  White 
House Conferences on Aging have been held in 1961, 1971, 1981 and 1995.  These Conferences have 
influenced national policies affecting Social Security, Medicare, Medicaid, and the Older Americans Act.  
These conferences have established the foundation for the National Aging Network including the federal 
Administration on Aging, State Units on Aging, such as the Illinois Department on Aging, 655 Area Agencies 
on Aging, and thousands of community programs on aging serving older Americans and their families. 
 
The theme of the 2005 White House Conference on Aging is “The Booming Dynamics of Aging: From 
Awareness to Action.”  This theme reflects the unique mandate of this Conference to focus on America’s 
coming of age today and tomorrow.  We have met the aging and they are us.  The aging include 35 million 
persons 60 years of age and older today and 78 million baby-boomers (born between 1946 and 1964), who will 
begin to turn 60 in 2006.  The 2005 White House Conference on Aging challenges communities across the 
nation to respond to the needs of seniors today and to prepare for the aging of America over the next decade. 
 
Consider how changing demographics will affect Vermilion County over the next decade.  The 2000 Census 
counted 83,919 total persons in Vermilion County including 17,292 persons 60 years of age and older (20% of 
the population).  The 2000 Census also counted 4,428 persons ages 55 to 59 and 11,367 persons between the 
ages of 45 and 54.  There are 15,795 persons in these two age cohorts comprising 18% of the population.  In ten 
years the number of persons in Vermilion County entering their “third age” will nearly double. 
 
The theme of today’s White House Conference on Aging Forum is “Building a Community for Long-term 
Living.”  Today is an opportunity to share our values and our visions for Vermilion County as a model 
community in which to live, learn and thrive… 
 
A community which respects older adults and persons with disabilities as people of worth. 
 
A community where individuals can achieve fulfillment and realize their potentials across the lifespan. 
 
A community where ability matters: where individuals are not judged based upon their age or by physical or 
mental conditions. 
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A community which respects the autonomy of individuals, their right to self-determination, their right to 
decide where and how they want to live, learn, work and play. 
 
A community which respects families and builds their capacity to raise children and provide support to adult 
family members who are challenged by illness and disability. 
 
A community where individuals and families can easily obtain the information and assistance they want and 
need to make informed decisions about their futures. 
 
A community of well-informed and responsive people who know how to turn compassion into action. 
 
A community which recognizes, celebrates and fosters interdependence across the generations, connectedness 
among neighbors, and a sense of social and moral responsibility among its citizens. 
 
A community which recognizes, celebrates and fosters a commitment to volunteer service and public service. 
 
A community which offers accessible and affordable public transportation to urban and rural residents. 
 
A community which offers access to quality health care which is affordable and holistic - responding to the 
whole person: mind, body and spirit, including behavioral health care and rehabilitative services. 
 
A community which offers a continuum of home and community-based supportive services to enable older 
adults and persons with disabilities to live as independently as possible in the least restrictive setting. 
 
A community which offers a variety of living arrangements which are affordable, adaptable and integrate 
cost-effective health services, nutrition services, and supportive services. 
 
A community which provides continuity of care from home to acute care hospital to long term care facility. 
 
A community which engages residents of long term care facilities and their family caregivers in the life of the 
community. 
 
A community in which persons of all ages feel safe and secure in their homes and in their neighborhoods. 
 
A community which empowers its citizens to know their rights, prevent crime, and promote public safety. 
 
A community in which well-informed and vigilant citizens voluntarily report suspected cases of abuse, 
neglect and financial exploitation affecting older adults. 
 
A community which prosecutes crimes against the elderly while upholding the right of older adults to self-
determination. 
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A community which provides a range of protective services to persons with diminished decision-making 
capacity to assure that the most appropriate and least restrictive alternative is employed to help them. 
 
A community which promotes public health by engaging older adults and persons with disabilities in programs 
which promote wellness, prevent disease, and teach them to manage chronic disease and disabilities effectively. 
 
A community which sustains community organizations with the professional and volunteer capacity to inform, 
counsel, educate, assist, and support individuals and families across the lifespan. 
 
A community which brings generations together – older adults sharing their knowledge, experience and 
wisdom with the young, and younger people helping older adults to learn new skills. 
 
A community which allows people of all ages to follow their passions and pursue their dreams by offering 
opportunities for life-long learning, volunteerism, employment, sports, recreation, and the arts. 
 
A community which recognizes, celebrates, and strengthens the common bonds shared by individuals with 
disabilities as they grow older and older adults who experience disabilities in later life. 
 
A community which invites older adults to participate in economic growth, civic engagement, and cultural 
enrichment. 
 
A community which regards older adults not only as a “mature market,” that is, consumers of goods and 
services, but as contributors to the economic strength and vitality of the community. 
 
A community which celebrates the cultural, ethnic and religious diversity of its people and promotes equal 
opportunity for all of its citizens. 
 
A community which values civic engagement and invites citizens of all ages to participate in community-
based planning and public decision making. 
 
A community which values leadership and encourages people of all ages to step forward and share their time 
and talents to improve the community. 
 
Vermilion County has made tremendous progress in turning these visions and values into reality.  We only have 
to look at the organizations, programs, and services currently operating in the community, including: 
 
■ The East Central Illinois Area Agency on Aging has provided federal Older Americans Act and state 

General Revenue grant assistance to four community programs on aging serving Vermilion County for 
nearly 30 years.  In 2004 these programs served 2,866 older persons - 16.6 percent of the 60+ 
population of Vermilion County.  These community programs on aging receive support from a variety of 
public and private sources, including voluntary donations from older adults and their families. 
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■ Vermilion County provides and supports public services which reach older adults including law 

enforcement, the Vermilion County Health Department, and Vermilion Manor. 
 
■ The Vermilion County State’s Attorney Frank Young has demonstrated leadership in pursuing crimes 

against older adults.  The State’s Attorney’s Office is staffed with Victim-Witness Advocates who help 
victims understand the criminal justice system and the court process. 

 
■ The Vermilion County Health Department provides a variety of services for seniors and their caregivers.  

In 2004, the Health Department provided case management for 358 seniors.  For over 30 years, the 
Vermilion County Health Department has been a leader in providing immunizations for older adults.  
The Health Department also offers free blood pressure checks and free blood sugar screenings at select 
locations in Danville and cholesterol screenings by appointment at their Danville facility. 

 
■ The City of Danville provides and supports public services which reach older adults including public 

safety and community development which home rehabilitation projects that make homes safer, more 
energy efficient, and more easily accessible. 

 
■ CRIS Senior Services is the Family Caregiver Resource Center for Vermilion County providing 

information, assistance, counseling and education to caregivers of older adults.  The Resource Center 
also links caregivers and grandparents raising grandchildren to support groups, respite services, gap-
filling services and legal assistance in the community.   Nationally it is estimated that one in every four 
households is providing care for older family members.  In 2004, the CRIS Family Caregiver Resource 
Center provided Caregiver Advisory Services to 146 caregivers for older adults and 14 grandparents 
raising grandchildren. 

 
■ The CRIS Senior Center offers and coordinates a wide variety of programs and services for older adults 

including: Senior Information Services, education, health promotion, as well as recreational, educational 
and social activities. 

 
■ In 2004, CRIS Senior Services provided 24,219 congregate meals for 927 older persons at 8 locations in 

Danville and Vermilion County and 59,988 home delivered meals for 445 older persons. 
 
■ In 2004, CRIS Senior Services provides Senior Information Services including information & assistance 

and outreach services.  Last year CRIS provided Senior Information Services for 1,627 older adults. 
 
■ CRIS Senior Services is the Elder Abuse Provider agency for Vermilion County – investigating alleged 

reports of elder abuse, neglect and exploitation and providing supportive services to victims of elder 
abuse.  In 2004, CRIS Senior Services responded to 129 reports of alleged elder abuse.  CRIS Senior 
Services also provides money management to clients eligible for elder abuse services. 

 
■ The Danville Mass Transit (DMT) reported providing 360,000 passenger trips last year.  Persons aged 

65 and older, persons with disabilities, children aged 5 through middle school, fulltime high school or 
Danville Area Community College students, and Veterans are eligible for reduced fares. 
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■ DMT buses are accessible for persons using wheelchairs and other mobility devices.  For persons unable 

to use regular transit service, paratransit service is available to offer curb to curb service.  Eligibility for 
paratransit service is determined by guidelines in the Americans with Disabilities Act.  Requests for 
certification should be made to the DMT office.  Tickets for paratransit rides are five for $6.00 

 
■ In 2004, CRIS Senior Services provided transportation to 502 older adults in Vermilion County.  

 
■ Danville Township provides rides to seniors in the event that the individual’s schedule cannot coordinate 

with CRIS transportation schedule. 
 
■ Provena United Samaritans Medical Center Foundation supports a variety of community partnerships to 

promote the health of Vermilion County citizens across the lifespan including the HALO Project, 
Trading Places, I Sing the Body Electric, Women Aware, Young Women Aware, New Horizon Breast 
Cancer Survivors Support, and Senior Services. 

 
■ Senior Services include: Senior Spirit offering Brown Bag medication reviews, monthly bingo, dining 

discounts, afternoons at the movies, health screening, insurance counseling through the Senior Health 
Insurance Program, vision discounts and the Senior Spirit newsletter. 

 
■ Provena United Samaritans Medical Center Foundation supports Faith in Action serving Danville, and 

Faith in Action South serving communities in south Vermilion County including Tilton, Westville, 
Georgetown, Ridge Farm, Catlin, Oakwood, Fithian, and Muncie. 

 
■ In 2004 Faith in Action engaged 125 volunteers from nine congregations and non-partner churches in 

Danville, providing 4,018 hours of volunteer services to care recipients.  Faith in Action was founded 
nine years ago.  Over 1,300 people have been assisted from the beginning of the program.  Last year, 
services included transportation (2,003 hours), errands, home repairs, chores, and friendly visits.   

 
■ Faith in Action South engaged 80 volunteers from 19 congregations in providing volunteer services on 

behalf of  456 care recipients.  These services included: transportation, home visits, home repairs, 
yardwork, household chores, wheel chair ramps, respite care and telephone check-ups. 

 
■ On January 1, 2005 the Provena USMC Foundation has announced the formation of the Illinana 

Alzheimer’s Fund.  The mission of the fund is to provide support and encouragement to persons with 
Alzheimer’s disease, their families, caregivers, and the community through education and training, to act 
as a resource for local services, and provide limited respite and assistive devices to caregivers as funds 
allow.  The Fund will also support Alzheimer’s Research at Southern Illinois University’s School of 
Medicine in Springfield. 

 
■ The Vermilion County Mental Health 708 Board conducts a planning process to identify the needs of the 

population related to mental health, developmental disabilities and substance abuse.  The Mental Health 
708 Board allocates local tax revenues to seven service providers in Vermilion County.  These agencies 
provide a variety of mental health services to county residents in the areas of mental health, 
developmental disabilities, and substance abuse.  In addition, two of these agencies provide outreach and  
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 counseling offices, one located in Hoopeston and the other located in Ridge Farm offering information 
and referral services. 

 
■ Older persons and family caregivers in Vermilion County are served by several providers of home 

health and homemaker services, including hospital-based home health agencies, free-standing home 
health agencies, and homemaker providers offering services funded under the Community Care 
Program, a Medicaid-waiver program administered by the Illinois Department on Aging. 

 
■ With Older Americans Act funds from the Area Agency on Aging, CRIS Senior Services provides home 

health services to 61 older adults who need long term home health services which are not covered by 
Medicare or Medicaid. 

 
■ The Key Club provides Adult Day Services to older adults and persons with disabilities in Danville and 

Vermilion County.  In 2004, the Key Club served over 125 clients and their family caregivers. 
 
■ Vermilion County is served by 8 long term care facilities serving older adults, including 6 licensed 

skilled nursing facilities with 566 beds and two licensed intermediate care facilities with 177 beds.  
Vermilion County is served by one licensed assistive living establishment with 59 units including 19 
units for persons with Alzheimer’s disease, and one certified supportive living facility with 75 units. 

 
■ The East Central Illinois Area Agency on Aging sponsors the Long Term Care Ombudsman Program 

which regularly visits residents of long term care, assisted living, and supportive living facilities in our 
16-county area.  The Ombudsman Program employs three professional Long Term Care Ombudsman 
and 25 volunteer Community Ombudsman who visit with residents, inform them of their rights, and 
investigate complaints with the consent of the residents.  The Ombudsman Program promotes Pioneer 
Practices within long term care facilities to improve the residents’ quality of life by allowing them to 
voice their individual preferences and offering them choices in daily living. 

 
■ The Danville Housing Authority and Vermilion County Housing Authority manage public housing 

facilities for older persons and persons with disabilities including high rises and townhouses. 
 
■ Vermilion County is served by a variety of privately owned and operated housing facilities for older 

persons, including independent living apartments. 
 
■ Vermilion County has established a TRIAD – law enforcement officials and seniors working together to 

promote public safety and prevent crimes against older adults.  TRIAD partners include the Danville 
Police Department, the Vermilion County Sheriff’s Office, the Office of the Vermilion County State’s 
Attorney, CRIS Senior Services and other providers of senior services in the community. 

 
■ Land of Lincoln Legal Assistance Foundation offers legal assistance for older persons, family 

caregivers, and grandparents raising grandchildren.  The Foundation also enlists members of the private 
bar to offer pro-bono services to low-income clients. 
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■ Although Vermilion County does not receive federal and state funding to support a Retired and Senior 

Volunteer Program, older adults are actively engaged in volunteer services in the community through a 
variety of organizations including CRIS Senior Services, Provena USMC Senior Services, and Faith in 
Action.  For example, in 2004, 527 volunteers provided over 6,673 hours service to CRIS Senior 
Services.   

 
■ ECIAAA and AARP administer the Senior Community Service Employment Program in Danville and 

Vermilion County – assisting persons 55 years of age and older who are actively seeking employment.  
ECIAAA has 15 Title V enrollees and Experience Works has 11 Title V enrollees placed with 
community service organizations in Vermilion County.  ECIAAA has placed a Title V Program 
Assistant at the Illinois Employment and Training Center in Danville to help older persons seeking 
employment in the public and private sectors. 

 
■ Danville Area Community College offers Resources for Adult Learners including short-term non-credit 

classes for adults. These personal development classes meet the varied interests of individuals.  The 
average age of students currently enrolled in Danville Area Community College is 30. 

 
■ CRIS Senior Services in partnership with District 118 and East Park Elementary School have sponsored 

an after school Intergenerational Program called TOPS to help bridge the generation gap between older 
adults and children. 

 
■ The Danville area is blessed with many non-profit community and neighborhood organizations serving 

youth, seniors and families, such as, Laura Lee Fellowship House and the Owen Nelson Community 
Center. 

 
■ The East Central Illinois Community Action Agency has been a vital partner with the Aging Network 

serving Ford, Iroquois and Vermilion Counties.  In 2004, Community Action provided energy assistance 
to 4,849 households including 1,544 senior households and 2,400 households with persons with 
disabilities.  Community Action also provided weatherization services to 88 homes including 23 senior 
homeowners and 45 households with persons with disabilities. 

 
■ PACE is the Center for Independent Living serving persons with disabilities and their families in 

Champaign, Douglas, Vermilion, Piatt and Edgar Counties.  PACE offers information, resources, skills, 
development, access and advocacy services.  PACE also assists service providers in the Aging Network 
in accessing assistive technology for older persons with disabilities and helping to reintegrate residents 
of long term care facilities into community-based living arrangements. 

 
The opportunities, programs and services offered by community organizations to citizens of all ages in 
Vermilion County are impressive and give us hope for the future.  This tradition, this commitment, this hope 
will sustain us as we address major challenges in building a community for long-term living over the next ten 
years. 
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Community leaders who planned this White House Conference on Aging Forum identified three major 
challenges that must be addressed if we are to build a community for long-term living for today’s seniors and 
future generations.  These topics have been assigned to three Focus Groups at today’s Forum: 
 
 
Housing and Community Resources – Participants assigned to the Green Group are charged with identifying 
problems and offering solutions related to enabling older adults and their families to make informed decisions 
about preventive and supportive services that promote independent living in the least restrictive setting.  The 
Facilitator for the Green Group is Amy Henkelman, CEO of CRIS Senior Services. 
 
Preventing Crime Against Seniors – Participants assigned to the BlueGroup are charged with the task of 
identifying problems and solutions related to enabling older adults to remain safe and avoid becoming victims 
of elder abuse, including financial exploitation and physical abuse.   The Facilitator of the Red Group is Frank 
Young, Vermilion County State’s Attorney. 
 
Health Care - Participants assigned to the Red Group are charged with the task of identifying problems and 
offering solutions related to enabling older adults and their families to make informed decisions about health 
care, including home health care, choosing medical professionals and facilities including long term care 
facilities. The Facilitator for the Blue Group is Chad Hays, Executive Director of the Provena USMC 
Foundation. 
 
 
Your Facilitators will lead you through a process of identifying problems and solutions and setting priorities.  
Every participant will have an equal opportunity to contribute their ideas.  Resource persons will be available to 
provide information on each topic area.   
 
We will work in small groups from 9:45 a.m.to 11:30 a.m..    
 
At 11:30 a.m. everyone will reassemble in this room to listen to the reports from the three Focus Groups.   
 
We plan to adjourn by noon. 
 
A summary report of today’s proceedings will be prepared by the Area Agency on Aging and will be sent to the 
White House Conference on Aging office in Bethesda, Maryland.  Copies of the report will be made available 
to all of you. 

 
At this time you may proceed to the following break-out rooms according to the color on your name badge: 
■ The Green Group will meet in the room on the east side of this room. 
■ The Blue Group will meet in the Conference Room. 
■ The Red Group will meet on the west side of this room. 
 
Thank you for your participation today as we build a community for long term living. 
 



 
 


